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BACKGROUND

1.1 What is the Common Area Rate (CAR)?

The Musquodoboit Harbour Common Area Rate was originally established to erect and
maintain lights at the local baseball fields. After amalgamation, HRM assumed responsibility
for these costs, but the CAR was never decommissioned. This fund collects of half a cent per
$100 of assessed residential property value within the rate boundaries.

1.2 Where is the CAR collected?

Essentially, the rate boundary is the “core” of Musquodoboit Harbour. Please see attached,
Appendix A: Map of the Common Area Rate Boundaries.

1.3 What is the role of the Musquodoboit Harbour & Area Chamber of Commerce &
Civic Affairs (MHACCCA)?

In 2019, HRM proposed that the rate be lifted. MHACCCA subsequently requested
permission to oversee the administration of the CAR. A vote was held in June 2019 for the
residents within the boundaries and the majority of respondents opted to maintain the CAR
under the governance of the Chamber.

The MHACCCA is responsible for the organization and accountability of a Common Area
Rate Administration Committee.

1.4 What is the Common Area Rate Administration Committee (CARAC)?

The CARAC is a committee of 5 people - independent of the MHACCCA - who meet
periodically to review, discuss, request additional information and/or clarification if necessary,
and ultimately vote upon funding applications.

1.5 Who comprises the CARAC?
The CARAC is comprised of:

e The area’s HRM Regional Councillor of the day (Chair of the committee)

e One (1) current Board Member of the MHACCCA

e Three (3) community members, appointed by the MHACCCA Board of Directors from
amongst the pool of candidates who have applied to sit on the committee

The community members must reside within the boundary that the area rate is collected and
not be in arrears with any HRM property taxes. Any member of the CARAC who sits on the
board of, or is closely involved with, an organization that has submitted an application is not
permitted to vote on that application. The Chair of the CARAC votes only in the event of a tie.



APPLICATION PROCESS

2.1 Who is eligible to apply?

Eligible applicants are volunteer-led organizations that have existed for at least one year prior
to the date of application submission and who are currently registered with the provincial or
federal government (ex: Registry of Joint Stocks of NS or a recognized federal charity). The
organization’s registered address must be within the boundary that the area rate is collected.
Individual citizens are not permitted to apply for grant funding.

2.2 When is the application submission deadline?

The application deadline for a given calendar year is August 315 for winter projects and
January 31°t for summer projects. The CARAC will meet in April and November to assess and
vote on applications. A special meeting may be called in response to a time-sensitive funding
application.

2.3 What expenses are eligible for CAR funding?
The CAR has the following approved uses, within the boundary the area rate is collected:

e Grants: may be used for local and neighborhood matters;

e Infrastructure & activities: must be for public use;

e Sidewalks: may be used for plans, surveys, engineering costs, beautification, repairs,
and maintenance;

e Community events, recreation, and youth activities;

e Maintenance of recreation trails and infrastructure;

e Establishment and maintenance of outdoor community skating rinks;

e Administrative costs associated with rate administration (ie: insurance, Registry of Joint
Stocks of NS fees, photocopies, meeting space rentals, postage, etc.);

e Projects and initiatives described in the Musquodoboit Harbour Community
Development Plan (2017) - https://www.mhacc.ca/community-development-plan/

2.4 What expenses are ineligible for CAR funding?

The Common Area Rate fund is not intended to be used for the regular operating expenses of
any organization, any event where admission will be charged, or the provision of team
uniforms. Capital expenditures for equipment are not permitted to leave the organization’s
premises.

2.5 What are some examples of projects that have received CAR funding in the past?

In the past 5 years, successful applications to the CAR have included: the MHACCCA
Community Development Plan, Petpeswick Yacht Club youth programming, baseball field
upgrades, and an MHACCCA Streetscaping and Beautification project.

Please see attached, Appendix B: Application for Common Area Rate funding.


https://www.mhacc.ca/community-development-plan/

3.1 How much funding is available?

Currently, the rate accrues $10 400 annually.

Applications are required to be submitted with a detailed budget, including supporting
documents (such as quotes, estimates, or vendor price lists), where applicable and available.
All budget items must be project-related and incurred between application approval and
project end date as indicated on application form.

Funding distribution will be based on the number of qualified applications and the current fund
balance.

3.2 How and when are funds distributed?

Successful applicants will receive a cheque in the name of the organization that applied. On
the funding application, the organization should indicate how they will require the funds be
disbursed. For instance, if the total amount of requested funding will be necessary upfront, or
if a certain amount of funds will need to be made available at specific project milestones.

3.3 What are the responsibilities of funding recipients?

Upon completion of the project, event, or initiative awarded CAR grant funding, the
organization is required to submit a report to the CARAC including a summary of how it was
executed, and an outline of how CAR funds were spent.

Funding recipients are expected to acknowledge that they have received funding from the
MHACCCA-administrated Common Area Rate. It should be indicated on the funding
application how the organization intends to do this.



CONTACT

Musquodoboit Harbour & Area Chamber of Commerce & Civic Affairs

PO Box 213
Musquodoboit Harbour, NS
B0OJ 2LO

info@mhacc.ca

www.mhacc.ca

HRM Councillor District 2 Preston-Chezzetcook-Eastern Shore,
David Hendsbee (Committee Chair)

PO Box 1749
Halifax, NS
B3J 3A5

(902) 483-0705

david.hendsbee@halifax.ca

www.halifax.ca/district02



mailto:info@mhacc.ca
http://www.mhacc.ca/
mailto:david.hendsbee@halifax.ca
http://www.halifax.ca/district02

APPENDIX: MAP OF THE COMMON AREA RATE

BOUNDARIES
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APPENDIX: APPLICATION FOR COMMON AREA

RATE FUNDING

Common Area Rate Application

[CONTACT ARD CREENZETTOH TRFCRMATIOH

Mame of Organizaton

Frimary  Mame: ARernale Cancact Infarmation:
Contact

Title

Email

Phone:

Pleasa describe how yaur praject, event, or initatres will bened? he community:

Waling Address

Tivic fuddre=s [T dilflerent)

Organizalion s Registrabion Information
{igs Registry af Joint Siocks of N3, federal
charity, ar nol-for-profit conponation no.)

rganEANDn S viensie
andior Social Sledia:

Pleama Tist organcaticon s Boand of Dineciors

I 20, please describa how much and fram
wk if additianal funding applications

[PROJECT FINERCIALE

Amaunt Fequesied: 3

Dioes your organization have a vald Lank 0 yes
account 1o cash a funding chequea? O no
Has your arganization apphed for or

recaived funding for this project, event, or O yes
infiative slsewheare? 0 ne

ars p X
leama indicate the Braeline By which yaur

praject, ewant, o initiative will nead funding
dishursement. [Far i =, wil yau need

all furids uptront? Or will you need a certain
amaunt af lunds made available & specific

praject milesiones 7}

Pleasa declare any confhicts of nlenmsst

[PROJECT DETEILE

“Please stiach 5 detaled budgatl, ncuding any supporting cocumentaion where
appiicabie sna avalahie fex quotes, estimales, vendor grics (sfs, efc. .

PROJECT DELIVERAELES

Tille of Projec:, Ewent, or Inmliabve:

Fraject Start Date:

Fraject End Date:

Please describe how pau will use the Tunds Tor your project, event, or iIntalive

Do you aqgree 1o submil a repart upan

far your project, evenl, or in

How do you intend (o do this?

comphetion af your projact, avent, ar inifistive O yas
irchuding & summary of haw it was O ne

axpcied, and an cutline of how CAR funds

e sped 7

Do you agree 1o ackrawladge the

cangibuticns of the MHAC GCA- O yas
administrated Cammon Area Rate funding O no

| declane that the infarmation conrtaired in this apolication is sccurate and compleds,

Signed

Dated

A full-size version of the application, to complete and return, can be found at www.mhacc.ca.
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